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Board of Dental Examiners,
To William F. Craig, Director of Registration:
Sir:—In compliance with statutory requirements, the Board of Dental Exam-
iners has the honor of submitting to you their thirty-ninth annual report for the
year ending November 30, 1925.
The members of the Board are Dr. Carl R. Lindstrom, Chairman, South-
borough (1926), Dr. Joseph N. Carriere, Secretary, Fitchburg (1928), Dr.
Ralph P. Cunningham, Springfield (1926), Dr. George A. Thatcher, Brockton
(1927), Dr. W. Henry Grant, Boston (1929).
The term of Dr. Carl R. Lindstrom expired in April, 1925. No nomination
was made, His Excellency, Governor Alvan T. Fuller, deciding to allow Dr.
Lindstrom to hold over one year to complete two full terms of five years.
The annual meeting of the Board was held in the State House, Boston, De-
cember 10, 1924. The same officers were continued in office for the year 1925.
The Annual Report of this Board was submitted by the Chairman, approved
by the Board and the Secretary instructed to draw up six copies of same as per
request of the Director of this Department.
The Board has held three examinations of candidates for registration in den-
tistry, and three examinations of candidates for registration as dental hygienists.
These were held during the months of March, June and October, and, as usual,
at Harvard and Tufts Dental Schools and Forsyth Dental Infirmary, to which
institutions grateful acknowledgment is due for helpful co-operation.
The results of the year's examinations are shown by the following
:
Examinations for Registration in Dentistry.
March June October
Passed 10 52 14
Rejected 14 11 9
Did not appear 2 1
Total 24 65 24
Total number of applications received 113
Number examined
v
110
Number passed 76
Number rejected 34
Did not appear 3
Examinations for Registration as Dental Hygienists.
March June October
Passed 17 10 36
Rejected 2 2
Total 19 10 38
Total number examined 67
Total number passed 63
Total number rejected 4
There has just been received from the Printer, the triennial list of registered
dentists of Massachusetts as provided by Chapter 112, Section 44, G. L. Copies
of the same are now available at the office of the Secretary, 146, State House.
A noticeable feature of this Annual Report is the marked decrease in the
number of candidates examined. This is explained by the fact that the Dental
Colleges, five years ago, exacted a pre-dental year of study, making the dental
course practically of five years' duration. This change in the curriculum of
dental colleges for the first year or two after innovation, decreases the number
of matriculants, so the past year, and possibly next year also, automatically are
lean years in number of applicants for registration. After next year, however,
the number of candidates will return to normal, as indicated in the school register
at the present time. This feature also affects the financial condition of this
Board, as during these two years the receipts for examination fees show a
decrease of about 50%.
Financial Statement.
Fees from applicants received and paid into treasury of the Com-
monwealth, November 30, 1925 $2,840.00
Expenditures 2,126.51
Unexpended balance in hands of State Treasurer, November 30, 1925 . . $ 713.49
This Board wishes to again reiterate its recommendation that some progres-
sive and protective legislation be enacted by the Legislature for the protection
of the public against itinerants, quacks and unregistered so-called Dentists, and
with that end in view, it again recommends that some members of the State
Police Department should be specially trained and designated by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety to carry on investigations and prosecutions of violation of
the dental law in this state.
This Board again wishes to call to your attention the inadequate quarters now
occupied by the Board in Room 146, which it occupies co-jointly with the Board
of Registration in Optometry, the Embalming Board, the Board of Registration
of Certified Public Accountants, and the Director of Registration. The conges-
tion caused by these five offices being crowded into one of the smallest rooms in
the State House is a serious handicap to the proper functioning of this Board,
and it respectfully petitions that some relief may be granted in the nature of
securing larger quarters.
At the request of the Commission of Administration and Finance that this
department suggest some method of increasing the revenues of this Board, the
Board again makes the following recommendation: In view of the fact that
other Boards charge larger examination fees and limit the re-examination privi-
lege; also in view of the fact that other States are uniformly charging higher
fees for the examination of hygienists, the Board makes the recommendation
that the examination fee list be revised as follows
:
Dentists.
1st examination fee $25.00.
One re-examination free if taken within one year of date of first examination.
3rd and subsequent re-examination $15.00.
Dental Hygienists.
1st examination fee $20.00.
One re-examination free if taken within one year of date of first examination.
3rd and subsequent re-examination $10.00.
In view of the nation-wide scandal concerning the issuance of bogus diplomas
and licenses, and also in view of the numerous changes brought about by death,
removals, etc., so numerous as to render well-nigh impossible the proper listing
of practicing dentists, with their addresses, under the present system of listing
once every three years, this Board recommends revising the law; empowering it
to have an annual registration similar to the Board of Medicine and Optometry,
with registration of the practitioner with town or city clerk as a proper basis to
start from in the securing of accurate lists of names and addresses of practicing
dentists in this State, thus permitting the Board to have on file full information
to insure the proper supervision over the practice of dentistry in this State and
to furnish such information as may be requested by the various Federal de-
partments.
The above recommendations were incorporated in the report of 1924. The
matter was referred to a Special Recess Committee for study, but this Board
has yet to hear of any recommendation along these lines having been made. It
deems these measures are of sufficient importance to the Commonwealth and its
people that proper drafts of new legislation covering these important matters
are submitted co-jointly with this report and the Board expresses the hope that
they will receive favorable consideration by the Legislature.
Carl R. Lindstrom, D.D.S.,
Chairman.
Joseph N. Carriere, D.D.S.,
Secretary.
